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FROM YOUR BOARD 
Seniors Cricket Australia held its Annual General Meeting in Perth prior to the National 

Championships. The Board is listed at the bottom of this Newsletter. As announced during the 

Championships, several major decisions were made including: 

1) To formally accept the Constitution developed during 2016. Consequently we are also now a 

fully incorporated body.  

2) To continue to develop the growing relationship with CRICKET AUSTRALIA.  

CA subsidised a Special General Meeting of the Board (and hosted it at its Jolimont 

Headquarters) in September which enabled us to finalise the constitution as well as discuss 

many of the issues brought about by our rapid growth over recent years. We also thank CA 

for its support of the Australian Over 60s team. 

3) To change the association’s name to VETERANS CRICKET AUSTRALIA (Inc) to take us into line 

with the terminology used in CRICKET AUSTRALIA’S Governance and Strategic Framework 

documents. All state/territory members will be following suit within the next 12 months. 

4) We are planning to offer a NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS for  the OVER 50 AGE GROUP. At 

CA’s suggestion, Board members are sounding out their CA state affiliates and making plans 

with them to move in this direction – more about that below. 

Also discussed were governance issues, player insurance, publicity and website development. Nick 

Hatzoglou, CA’s Manager of Club Cricket, represented CRICKET AUSTRALIA at the meeting. 

CHAMPIONSHIP NEWS 
The 12th Veterans Cricket Australia (previously Seniors Cricket Australia) Championships in Perth at 

the start of November were the last in the traditional format. It has been decided that there will be 

separate Over 60s and Over 70s National Championships in future, due to the growth in their 

popularity, and the difficulty in catering for increasing numbers each year.  

DATES FOR 2017:  

OVER 70s: November 4 - 9 in Adelaide, SA 

OVER 60s: November 18 - 23 in Canberra, ACT 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DIVISIONAL CHAMPIONS 

DIVISION 1 VICTORIA (defeated Queensland) 

DIVISION 2 QUEENSLAND (defeated New South Wales Blues) 

DIVISION 3 QUEENSLAND (defeated New South Wales Boomers) 

DIVISION 4 WESTERN AUSTRALIA (defeated Queensland) 

OVER 70s QUEENSLAND (defeated Victoria) 

And our thanks and congratulations to host state Western Australia and its Organising Committee 

lead by David Horsley on their conduct of the Championships.  

42 teams played a total of 84 matches + a programme enjoyed by well over 700 attendees – an 

excellent achievement which reflects well on the progress, both on and off the field made by the 

Association’s newest member since joining in 2012.  

ENGLAND OVER 60s TAKE BACK THE “GRAY ASHES”  
The Seevent England Over 60s comfortably won the first ODI “Test” and then squeezed past an 

improved Aussie side in the second to reach an unbeatable 2 – 0 position with the third game to 

come in Adelaide on December 15th.  Having heeded valuable lessons in their defeat on home soil 

last year, the English selectors adopted a “youth” policy – it’s all relative at our age!! – which has 

given them a huge advantage in the field and in their running between the wickets. With the 

inclusion of several star recruits and on top of their renowned tactical nous, they have simply proven 

to be too good for us. Australia has lost several key players through injury - Graham Yallop (following 

the Perth Championships) Kevin Lanigan, Rex Bennett and Greg Stagg – but dropped catches have 

been costly in both games and we have been unable to build pressure with either bat or ball.  

ODI 1 Canberra, November 27 

Batting first Australia showed little intent against opening bowlers, Staple and Ivell – 18 overs, 6 

maidens for 32 runs between them - and lost wickets regularly. In reply, England scored 110 in 

boundaries reflecting both the difference in approach and our inability to bowl to the field set. 

AUSTRALIA (Cooke, Harrison, Bennett, Broad, Drescher, Gaskell, Lanigan, Martin, Quinn, Russell, 

Selby, Stagg)   6 / 192 

Russell 50, Broad 34, Quinn 32no, Staple 10/4/18/1, Shales 10/1/39/2 

Lost to ENGLAND  4 / 193 (35.1 overs) 

Calvert 47, Swadkin 42no, Caunce 35, Foster 34, Stagg 5/1/19/2 

 

ODI 2 Melbourne, December 4  

Les Quarrell replaced an injured Kevin Lanigan in an otherwise unchanged side.  A much busier 

Australia got off to a great start in both innings, having England 3 for 30 then putting on a century 

opening partnership themselves, but England showed their experience and depth to fight back in 

both cases. Mark Gaskell’s innings is the highest score by an Australia batsman in Tests vs England. 

ENGLAND   9 / 226 

Calvert 94, Stafford 36, Mynott 31, Broad 6/0/31/4, Drescher 7/3/12/2, Bennett 8/1/30/1 

Defeated AUSTRALIA    9 / 217 

Gaskell 85, Russell 36, Quinn 28, Wadkin 9/1/38/4, Stafford 10/0/40/3, Staple 10/1/23/1 



 

With the series lost and injuries to several players 

the Australian selectors have chosen a more 

balanced side to play ODI 3 on December 15  at 

the Sturt Cricket Club, Hawthorn, Adelaide. 

Specialist batsmen Glenn Richardson (Tas), Wayne 

Stokes (Vic) and Chriss Crowell (NSW) come in for 

their debuts, as does Western Australia’s first 

representative, spinning all-rounder Rob Henry. 

South Australian stalwart Greg Field also makes a 

return with Graham Fielke and Gary Bilney on 

stand-by.  

WHAT’S COMING UP… 

GOOD NEWS FOR OVER 50 CRICKETERS 

As mentioned above, plans are well underway for VCA to conduct official National Championships 

for Over 50s cricketers. Teams from NSW, Queensland, South Australia and Western Australia, and a 

group from ACT played a series of matches in Sydney at the end of November. Organised by former 

SCA Board member Stirling Hamman, the week proved to be highly popular. 

VCA has no intention of intruding on accredited Over 50s interest groups and competitions where 

these already exist such as in Victoria, but where they don’t, states are developing their plans in the 

lead-up to the first fully national Championships in February 2018. These have been awarded to 

Orange, New South Wales, following their City Council’s very impressive submission.  

AUSTRALIA vs ENGLAND, ODI 2, TRINITY GRAMMAR, DEC 4, 2016 

Keepers Greg Quinn and 
Nigel Belletty tell each 

other how good they are 
while Rex Bennett looks 

particularly disinterested. 



In further State developments, we wish Veterans Cricket New South Wales well in their organisation 

of an inaugural State Regional Over 50s Championships to be held on 22-24th February, 2017 to be  

based at Port Macquarie on the Mid North Coast of New South Wales.  

We look forward to being able to pass on details of progress in other states. 

It is anticipated that this approach will be included in our Memo of Understanding with Cricket 

Australia to ensure that the needs of Over 50s are met within the framework of CA’s Community 

cricket programme. 

Veterans Cricket Australia is very proud of its twelve year history in growing Over 60s and Over 70s 

cricket since 2005, from the original handful of local clubs, through state and national levels. 

National representative tours to UK, “Development” tours of South Africa, New Zealand and Sri- 

Lanka, and innumerable social tours to such exotic locations as Mexico, Jamaica, Iceland, North 

America, Spain, the Pacific Islands provide players of all ability levels the international cricket 

experience of a life-time. We look forward to making these available to Over 50s as well. 

 

AND SPEAKING OF TOURS… 

The Australian Over 60 National team has been invited back to England in July, 2017. Details of the 

tour will be made available, and nominations for places in the touring squad called for through your 

state/territory President early in the New Year. England has leap-frogged us in the last 16 months 

and we will be looking to send our very best team away to regain the “Gray Ashes”. 

On behalf of the Board, Mardi and I wish you and your families a safe and happy Christmas.  

Stay healthy and play good cricket. 

Regards 

 

Ian Fraser 

(President, VCA Inc) 

 

   

 

BOARD of VETERANS CRICKET AUSTRALIA (Inc) 

ACT   RON AXELBY  

NSW   KEVIN PIKE  (Vice President VCA Inc) 

QUEENSLAND  KERRY EMERY  

SOUTH AUSTRALIA CHRIS TOBIN  
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